Transformers Series

The Transforming Power of Suffering   1Peter 4:1-11

Romans 12:2 “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed”

Hebrews 2:18 “Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.”

Suffering with a purpose – God’s. 1Peter 4:19 “So then, those who suffer according to 

God's will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.” 

What God Transforms in my Suffering:

1. A greater emotional maturity: 1Timothy 3: ‘temperate’  

· 1Peter 5:10 “And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.”
· My life becomes fixed, focused and founded on Truth. Ps 119:50 

. 

2. Grip of sin is weakened:  Power to hold; power to influence: 

· Hebrews 5:8-9 “Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.”

3. Pares away worldly desires and intensifies spiritual desires: 

· 2Corinthians 4:17-18 “For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”

· God’s will is brought more readily into focus. Ps 119:67 

4. Drives me to a deeper prayer life:  

· Psalm 10:17 “You hear, O Lord, the desire of the afflicted; you encourage them, 

and you listen to their cry,

· Deeper intimacy with God. Job 36:15 “But those who suffer he delivers in their 

suffering; he speaks to them in their affliction.”  

5. Greater quotient of grace. Agape is the birthmark and the benchmark of the church.

· 1Peter 1:22 “Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that 
you have sincere love for your brothers love one another deeply from the heart.” 
· John 13:35; Pivotal transition; from self love to selfless love. 1John 3:18
6. Greater motivation and capacity to serve others;

· Matthew 20:28 “just as the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve…”
· 1Corinthians 16:14-15 “Do everything in love…and they have devoted themselves to the service of the saints.”

If your faith is to be trusted it must first be tested.
